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indexed. Not illustrated. 1892 Excerpt: .35,000 barrels. Discussion. In reply to the question, whether his
investigations in the Florence field had given any evidence concerning the origin of the petroleum, as animal or
vegetable, Mr. Eldridge said: | omitted that topic from my paper, because | could throw no light upon it. The oil
has not a strong odor. The formation contains animal remains in abundance, and through the fossiliferoos
lime-concretions there are many minute traces of plant-life, such as stems or particles of bark. As seems to be
the case in most oilbearing formations, nearly all evidence of life, except of animal, life, has disappeared. The
formation contains no coal in this locality, but coal is found in it at several localities in the West. F. H. Newell,
Washington, D. C: Mr. Eld ridge s paper throws some light on the subject of prospecting for oil. In the western
fields we have had a curious succession of discoveries of oil. In Pennsylvania, .Wast Virginia, and Ohio various
theories have been projected or deduced, confining the occurrence of oil to certain conditions of structure,
texture, position, etc.; but, on the other hand, the oil-operator himself, who backs up his opinion with his
money, has treated with disregard, and even with contempt, all such studied generalizations, and has drilled his
wells anywhere that fancy dictated. The result has been that he has spentimmense sums, but he has discovered
oil where the best experience would not havp M those who knew most...
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