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important ramifications for future non-or counterproliferation activities 6 by the Alliance. Obvious questions
arose in 1994 as to the consequences of this new proliferation debate on NATO strategy. This paper examines
these questions by focusing on the actions of the Senior Defense Group on Proliferation ( DGP ), since the DGP
was the body most concerned with the military ramifications and counterproliferation aspects of
nonproliferation policy. This was an innovative dimension of North Atlantic cooperation, and was at least partly
responsible for the French decision to return to the military side of the Alliance structure in late 1995. The North
Atlantic Council approved the DGPs conclusions and recommended work program in June 1996. Whether the
Alliance can or will fund the new requirements identified by the DGP, however, remains problematic. NATOs
counterproliferation effort surely ranks as one of the most ambitious in NATOs history. As we shall see, a
concerted effort by an alliance facing a new series of threats in an uncertain world led to the development of a
comprehensive overview of the threats, the capabilities needed to meet those threats, existing shortfalls, and a
plan to correct those deficiencies. It remains to be seen whether the Alliance has the will to pursue the programs
recommended by the counterproliferation study. But given its past history in pursuing such major changes to
Alliance policy and strategy ( such as the MC 14 3 flexible response policy, the INF missile dual-track
modernization program, or the Montebello Decision on short-range nuclear forces ), it is logical...
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