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indexed. Not illustrated. 1919 Excerpt: . necessary to supply additional calcium, phosphorus and magnesium, in
addition to that contained in some of the common feeds. Vegetable matter contains considerable potassium.
The supposition is that this element, when taken into the body of the cow, robs the system of the sodium
chloride, or the salt. This theory is strengthened by the fact that meat eating animals do not crave salt. Meat is
notably low in potassium. Dr. Babcock of the Wisconsin station carried on an experiment with the view of
ascertaining the results of not feeding salt to a dairy cow. The cows which received no salt became weak, poor
of flesh, and rough of hair. The cows receiving salt and otherwise on the same feed remained in good
condition. The cows that did not receive any salt in the ration greatly craved this substance. From this
experiment Dr. Babcock concluded that three-fourths of an ounce of salt should be fed daily to a dairy cow per
1000 pounds of live weight, and in addition six-tenths of an ounce for each 20 pounds of milk produced. It has
been quite customary to feed salt in limited amounts once or twice per month to the herd. This is not suIicient.
By this system, the larger and stronger animals in the herd probably eat more than they should have at one
time, and the young stock and more timid members of the herd do not receive enough. Too much salt at one
time will...
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