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Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1866 edition. Excerpt: . Farther north, this rock covers the country to great extent.
Sanidin-trachyte has never been found to contain silver-bearing veins; and in Washoe none occur in it, and yet
it has evidently been mainly instrumental in the formation of the Comstock lode and other veins in that region.
No geological events after that epoch are worth noticing, for our present object. Eruptions of basaltic rocks
were considerable in adjoining parts of the Great Basin, but have been of little consequence in Washoe.
Volcanic and eruptive activity gradually died away, and we behold now their last stages in the action of thermal
springs, such as Steamboat Springs. The surface underwent but slow and gradual denudation; and the events
of the volcanic period are recorded so perfectly and distinctly in the nature and association of the rocks, as to
aid us greatly in explaining the mode of formation of the Comstock vein. GENERAL STRUCTURE OF COMSTOCK
VEIN. The Comstock vein runs, nearly in the direction of the magnetic meridian (the variation being fifteen
degrees east) along the eastern slope of the Mount Davidson range, which descends at a steep grade until it
abuts against the gentle slope of three Flats, on which, at an altitude of from five thousand eight hundred to six
thousand two hundred feet, are situated the towns of Virginia, Gold Hill, and American City. The outcroppings
of the vein extend in a broad belt along the foot of the steep grade and...
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