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Minotaur. 1 Cloth(s), 2013. hard. Book Condition: New. (Finalist for the 2013 Agatha Award for Best
Contemporary Novel) In this third book in the Max Tudor series from Agatha Award winner G.M. Malliet, the
former MI5 spy turned village vicar is reveling in his newly found personal happiness with Awena Owen in the
hamlet of Nether Monkslip, happy that life at the moment holds no greater challenge than writing his Easter
sermon. With Awena currently away, Max is looking forward to a dinner with village newcomers like West End
dramatist Thaddeus Bottle and his wife Melinda. But when one of the dinner guests is found dead in the pre-
dawn hours, Max recognizes that a poisonous atmosphere has once again enveloped his quiet town.
"Contemporary cozies don't get much better than Agatha-winner Malliet's third Max Tudor mystery (after
2012's A Fatal Winter). Tudor once again slips into sleuthing mode after a mysterious death following a dinner
honoring playwright and actor Thaddeus Bottle, who recently retired with his wife to Nether Monkslip, his
boyhood home. Familiar elements include a polarizing figure whom many wish ill, the planting of red herrings,
and a well-clued solution, but Malliet isn't content simply to update the golden age template. Between her
unusual lead, his love interest, and the other village residents, she's created well-thought-out characters who
are much more than stereotypes, and has added plenty of wry humor to boot."Publishers Weekly (starred
review) 289.
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