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for his maturation. Samuel Clemens wrote The Adventures of Tom Sawyer 'mainly for the entertainment of
boys and girls' but also 'to try pleasantly to remind adults of what they once were them-selves' (Preface). What
is the diIerence between children and adults - Above all, their degree of maturity. But what is essential for the
transition from child to adult, for the maturation - Essential is to form an own individuality; to be something
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But what exactly is this 'authority', which seems so essential for maturation - and, therefore, for the purpose of
this work In the broadest sense authority is a representative of the adult world with all its rules, conventions and
institutions, which Clemens so harshly and ironically criticizes. For the purpose of this paper, authority means
specifically every form of influence the adult world has on Tom as well as every convention which has the
ability to govern his actions. Thus, it ranges from the school...
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